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Wednesday 12th December 2007

The guest speaker at this year's Ningen Sogo Special Lecture came to
us from the world of business. Mr Atsushi Naito is a Director of Aomori
Bank, and currently holds the post of Director of Planning. He joined
Aomori Bank after graduating from university in Tokyo, and has wide
experience of working practices, business etiquette, and commercial
activity in Aomori Prefecture and beyond. Amongst the senior posts
that he has held at Aomori Bank, he was until recently Personnel
Director, responsible for the recruitment of new staff to the bank, and
in this role he came into contact with many young people starting out
on their careers.

Mr Naito has many interests and believes in the value of rich and
varied experiences. He takes a broad view of education, and shares
many of the values which Ningen Sogo aims to pass on to our students.

Mr Naito's lecture took place on the morning of 12th December and despite bad weather on the day, it
attracted a good audience of 140-150 people. Extra copies of handouts were hurriedly prepared before

the lecture began.

Mr Naito spoke about a range of topics relating to the role of our students as active and responsible
members of society. He began with society itself, presenting a detailed review of aspects of the
current situation in Aomori Prefecture. He explained important changes in the economic and social
environment which affect the lives of all of us. He went on to talk about personal values, and
explained what a thriving society needs and expects from its members. He encouraged the audience to
think about how each of us can become useful and active members of society.

This lecture was a good balance of factual information and personal reflection, based on a wealth of
experience. The attentive audience clearly appreciated Mr Naito's advice, and came away both informed
and challenged by what they had heard.
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