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A New Life and New Challenges (Lecturer/Dennis Kelly)

My family and I moved to Aomori in April of
this year. Although we are new to the area it
feels like we have been living here for a few
years. It was surprisingly easy to adapt to
Aomori City and the university. I think this is
due to the environment of Aomori. The roads
are spacious and there are plenty of parks for
children to play in, but most of all almost
everyone we have met has been friendly and
helpful. I would not hesitate to recommend
Aomori as a place to live for other foreign
people who come to Japan.

The City Office itself is more foreigner oriented.
Some other cities that I have lived in during my
time in Japan have provided little in the way of
information and support to the foreign
community. I have found the opposite to be the
case here. When we first registered at the city
office we were supplied with a comprehensive
amount of information about the city, translated

into English, and even a guide to the local dialect.

Although there are comparatively few foreigners
actually living here in Aomori the infrastructure
is in place for further internationalisation of the
city to be built on. I look forward to contributing
to this internationalisation in the future. (In fact,
just by moving and teaching here I have already
contributed in some way).

Another thing that surprised me is the excellent
working conditions here at the university. It
seems that many universities in Japan lack the
basic technology and pluralistic approach that
are necessary for educational institutions of
higher learning. This is not the case with this
university as the technology is state-of-the-art
and there is a distinct international focus which
pervades most aspects of the university’s culture.
This is evidenced not just by overseas study and
exchange programs but also within the
functionality of the university such as this article
being accepted in English, and even more subtle
aspects like the bilingual signposting of
departments and offices, which is currently in
progress.

This pluralism can in part be attributed to the
emphasis on English speaking ability in the
curricular program, despite being a"Health and
Welfare University’. This is a very thorough

program that ensures students will be able to

cope with the rigours of fundamental cross-
cultural interaction when they are actually
conversing with foreign people and, more
importantly, engaged in their different
professions. Being prepared for this kind of
interaction is vital for all Japanese people in the
modern era but especially for those in the health
and welfare sector where effective communication
can be the difference between life and death.
When students leave the university hopefully they
will not be intimidated by such interaction and
their self-confidence will result in more satisfying
relationships and ongoing contacts with foreign
people, which in turn will help the situation of
Aomori City.

However good the curriculum may be it needs
students to be positively orientated towards their
own education, and in my experience to date this
has certainly been the case at this university.
Overall, students attend classes regularly, perform
above expectations, and enjoy their English studies.
This makes for easier curriculum planning and
more enjoyable teaching, while at the same time
challenging the teachers to maintain a high
standard of lesson for motivated students.

It is my hope that the reputation of this young
university will grow not by marketing
techniques alone but by the attitude and ability
of the students who graduate from it. Over the
longer term this is the most effective form of
advertisement.
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AERAEIFEIE B
Dennis Kelly

Prior to coming to Aomori | lived in Tokyo and Koriyama, so to come
to such a beautifully city with clean air was very pleasing for me and
my family. The staff at this university are very friendy and helpful,
and the students are interested in learning. | am very happy to be
here and look forward to contributing to Aomori city in any way

I can.

AEHREREHE SEAFBFHEM
Thy Nguyen

I've been living in Japan for over two years and am having a great
time. | love the staff and students at this University, as everyone has

been very friendy and kind. Please feel free to come and tak to me.
I look forward to meeting you.
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