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It does not matter how many times you reassure
the students that all will be well before they
leave they will always suffer from nerves.
This was especially true on the first day of their
stay in Australia when they met their host families
for the first time. It was probably only towards
the end of the first week that the students began
to relax and get the most out of their homestay
experience. By the end of the third week the students
had established a bond with their host-families and
teachers, and were comfortable enough with
their surroundings to wish that they were able
to stay longer. Many a tear was shed in the gra-
duation ceremony.

The success of the program is in no small part
due to all the work AACE and Prof.
Fukushima were putting in behind the scenes
both before and during the homestay.

They not only ensured the travel arrangements
(despite the unforeseen), and the program itself
went smoothly but also that the students were
placed with a family that would be most suited
to them.

As an ‘English Communication’ program, realis-
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tically, there is only a limited amount of lingui-
stically orientated learning (the ‘how’ to say some-
thing) that can come about within a three-week
period; The real value of this experience for students
was firstly in the pragmatic English learning (the ‘when’
and ‘what’ to say according to the situation), and
secondly in the intercultural experiences, for example,
learning about how people think and do things
in another culture, which of course comes out para-
graph in the language. They learn in ‘read’ situations.
I am sure all the students will agree that this

experience not only brought the language to life
but also helped to open their eyes as to what is
actually required in successful English communication
and the adaptations that are necessary mentally.
Most students recognise that this experience was
just the beginning of their English communication
study and look forward to further experiences,
experiences that will not only enrich their own
lives but also their professional fields in the future.
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Letter from Pamela Minarik

To all in the Department of Nursing, Thank you!

I can’t thank you enough for the lovely gifts, wonderful farewell parties, help with
computers and address books and my office, and especially seeing us off at the airports.
I am so sentimental, that I was teary-eyed most of the time. I miss you very much, and
look forward to February when I can see you again. I believe I am very lucky to have
worked with all of you. Whenever anyone asks (and they all do) about how I liked
living in Japan, I tell them how wonderful you are and how beautiful Aomori is.

I wore my yukata and geta (and managed to tie the obi by myself, thanks to my lesson
from Nakamura-sensei) to Dean Gillisss Welcome back to school picnic buffet in her
backyard in early September. They said I was starting to look Japanese. I thought that
was a compliment. I also wore the yukata and geta (and again tied the obi by myself)
to my stepmother’s 80th birthday party in California this past weekend. Everyone really
liked it and I felt quite comfortable. Now here in Connecticut, it is more rainy although
still warm so I may not have more opportunities to wear it. Leaves on the trees in my
vard are starting to turn autumn colors.

Jet lag resolved after a little more than a week but sometimes I feel I am still in culture
shock. My work has been very busy since the moment I returned. At Yale New Haven
Hospital, I have seen many patients who are in crisis or depressed and their families,

and met with staff members about their problems working together in a stressful en-
vironment. Some things have changed but in many ways, it is like a soap opera, you
can tune in at any time and find familiarity (although this is definitely not Sakura).

I am glad to be involved in clinical work as a psychiatric consultation liaison CNS again.

At Yale School of Nursing, most of my energy is directed at creating the Office of In-
ternational Affairs--definitely a steep learning curve. It is exciting, full of new ideas and
possibilities, and I am meeting many new people. I look forward to creating opportunities
for faculty and student exchange between AUHW and YSN.

At home, I am still unpacking and settling back into the house. Lonnie helped for two
weeks (especially with buying a car-1998 Subaru Forester, of course a Japanese car)
then returned to Aomori to teach until the end of the academic year. The shipping
company will deliver the boxes sent by sea tomorrow morning so then there will be
more unpacking! Our yard is completely overgrown and I have not had much time
to do gardening. I guess I need the help of
someone with a terrific green thumb like
Professor Sagai.

It is late now and I am going home. Please
write to me. I would love to know what is
going on.

Take care,

Pamela
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