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What is a library? From the Oxford
Dictionary, | learned that a library isa ” a
building or room containing collections of
books, periodicals, and sometimes films and
recorded music for people to read, borrow,
or refer to:a school library[as modifier]: a
library book™ or ““a room in a private house
where books are kept”
(http://oxforddictionaries.com/?region=us).
The word is Middle English, through Old
French from the Latin libraria. From the
Oxford Dictionary, | see that library is a
totally European word.

But another definition of library captured
my imagination. On the website of the
New York Public Library (NYPL), libraries
are said to be “the memory of humankind,
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irreplaceable repositories of documents of
human thought and action” and the NYPL
“has but one criterion for admission:
curiosity”
(http://www.nypl.org/help/about-nypl). | am
nothing if not curious, and I loved visiting
the NYPL. New York City has wondrous
places to see but the splendid building at
42" Street and 5™ Avenue, and its exhibits,
fronted with two marble lions guarding the
entry stairs, is not to be missed, especially
on a cold red and gold leafy autumn day. So
there it is. Libraries are buildings, rooms,
memories of humankind and repositories of
human documents and architecture. But, to
me, they are so much more than bricks and
mortar.

I’ve always wanted to have a room in my
house for keeping books and comfortable
chairs for reading and contemplation. What
a delightfulvision—a private library and
reading room. Alas, | do not have a separate
room but | do have books, piles of books,
on shelves in my office upstairs, in the
bedroom and in our living room in beautiful
walnut wood bookcases designed and made
by my brother. | cherishmy childhood
books—the entire Nancy Drew
collection=—and books from my teenage
and adult yearson subjects such as art,
irituality, historical — %
oetry/haiku books.
tends. A house without
books feels empty to me.

Am | a bookworm? Yes, | am a person who
enjoys reading and | treasure writers. The
way Anne Lamott describes a writer is
perfect—"a valued writer— another travel
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education, librarians provide access to the
electronic world of knowledge, the world’s
knowledge. Librarians simplify the task of
making knowledge accessibleto faculty
and students. At UCSF, Min Lin was the
librarian devoted to the School of Nursing.
She provided exquisite coaching to PhD
students in searching the literature; I
thought of her as My Librarian and
probably all the other PhD students
thought the same. At Samuel Merritt
University, where | teach in the San
Francisco Bay Area, California, Debbie
Sommer is the librarian I think of as My
Librarian. She collaborates in teaching
students, creates focused library guides for
each course with easily accessible relevant
information for students. She is a
librarian, a teacher and an information
technology specialist all in one. At
AUHW, | discovered that Librarian Irie
Ryohei sensei is a life-saver with good
timing, especially when dealing with
technological problems in my office.
Lucky, for me, to have the support of
librarians.

Finally, libraries are centers of learning,
knowledge and wisdom, with niches for
contemplation and reflection. The U.S.
Library of Congress in Washington, DC
(http://www.loc.govipictures/resource/high
sm.14307/?co=highsm) Is a consummate
example of such a center, a glorious
building with art portraying wisdom,
learning and knowledge:« Someday, |
hope to see it. But in my academic life, the
US National Library of Medicine, a project
of the US National Institutes of Health
would be impossible to do without. Most
of us around the world have electronic
access to the collections through PubMed.
Access to knowledge, learning and
wisdom but without bricks and mortar.
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When 1 think of a library as a place of
contemplation and reflection, images of
the UCSF library come to mind. | think
of the upstairs reading room with
newspapers from around the world, classic
books, and vast leather chairs perfect for
sinking into for readingandrelaxing. On the
main floor, I am drawn past the exhibits of
Japanese art to the huge windows with
views of Golden Gate Park and the Golden
Gate Bridge and great comfy blue leather
chairs, perfect for reflecting, reading and,
dare | say it, napping.

Reference
Lamott, A. (2012). The prayer of an
unconventional family.
Opinionator: Exclusive Online
Commentary From The Times.
November 17, 2012, 3:25 pm
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