English Communication: Brighton, February-March 2016
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Departure, Haneda Airport The English Language Centre, Brighton
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We were lucky with the weather as we left AUHW on Friday. It had snowed, but it was a pleasant enough afternoon and
our flight from Aomori to Tokyo was on time. At Haneda Airport we had to wait a little while for the hotel bus, but this
gave the students time to explore the airport terminals, and we arrived at the hotel at around 7:45 in the evening. The
hotel was comfortable, and we enjoyed a good restaurant buffet for dinner. The hotel had put most students in shared

rooms, and this was a good way for students from different departments to mix and to get to know one another better.
The students were all happy.
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On Saturday morning we had to leave the hotel early and we came down for breakfast before the restaurant was
properly open, but in fact there was already plenty to eat and drink at the buffet and it was a good start to the day.
Everyone was on time for checkout and we took a bus for the airport, where the travel agent had arranged for helpful
staff to meet us and help with check-in. After passing security and passport control we had just 30 minutes to wait
before boarding started. Our flight left on time and arrived in England around 12 hours later, exactly on time. We had 2
meals on the plane and a good selection of movies and other entertainment, and everyone enjoyed the flight. Most of
us had some sleep on the journey, but there were a few tired faces when we arrived at Heathrow Airport. We came
through the airport very quickly, and we were met by taxis to bring us down to Brighton. Tiredness soon turned to
excitement, and our taxi driver was surprised at how much energy our students had after the long journey. Excitement
gave way a little to nervousness as we approached Brighton for the first night at the home stay. The students were
settled at their home stays around 4:00 p.m. and spent the evening with their host families.
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Today we have been very lucky with the weather again. We had some sunshine and blue skies, and Mike and | met the
students outside of the school at 11:00 a.m. and gave them a short guided tour. They all seemed happy and all liked
their home stays, and nobody had any problems.

We walked into the city centre and showed the students the shops, restaurants, the station and bus station and some of
the tourist places. We finished by the sea on a sunny afternoon, and everyone was in good spirits and excited to be in
Brighton. Around 12:30 Mike and I left the students to find some lunch and to explore Brighton.
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We will see the students tomorrow morning. They will start their day at 9:00 with a placement test, and after that they
will have English classes until 14:45, with a one-hour lunch break. We will see them again after classes.
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| will write my next report on Monday 7", when | have seen the students back at school after the weekend. With the
time difference, you will probably not see my next report until Tuesday 8", | hope all is well in Aomori.
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Best wishes,
Alan
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